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Thank you.

[A participant supported the Goals 2000 pro-
gram for what it offered both teachers and stu-
dents and praised the school-to-work program
for giving a very practical aspect to education.]

The President. Thank you. Actually, the Goals
2000 program grew out of work that the Gov-
ernors did before I became President. It started
in 1989 when the Governors met with President
Bush at the University of Virginia in Charlottes-
ville. And at that time, I was the designated
representative of the Democratic Governors.
And along with the designated representative
of the Republican Governors and a couple of
other people, we stayed up all night long, ham-
mering out these national education goals.

So the idea was, we should have national
goals, they should be—in as far as possible, they
should be measurable goals, then every State
should agree to a recognized and accurate sys-
tem of measuring whether we’re meeting the
goals so they would know how all of the students
were doing, and school districts should as well,
but that the Federal Government should in no
way be involved in telling schools how they
should meet those goals. And any of the funds
we put out, we should put out at the grassroots
level to support all kinds of experimentation,
the maximum level of flexibility and creativity
for people. Let’s say, now, what is high stand-
ards in math and science, for example, or a
dropout rate not to exceed 10 percent in the
aggregate of any given class. And then you say,
‘‘Well, how are you going to measure that?’’
And you agree on how you’re going to measure
it, and then all the rest is up to the local school

districts, the schools, working with the States.
That’s what I believe the system ought to be,
and that’s what we’ve tried to design, and I
thank you for that.

[At this point, Ms. Devlin thanked everyone for
coming and asked the President for closing re-
marks.]

The President. The only thing I’d like to say
in closing is, I would like to thank the employers
who participate in this very, very much. I would
like to thank the educators who support it and
make it work. And I would like to thank the
students and their parents who participate in
it.

And if I could just say one thing, I hope
that all of you will continue to support this
program, and I hope there will come a time
when every student in the State of New Hamp-
shire and every student in the United States
who would like to be a part of this program
has a constructive opportunity to do so. It’s not
a program; it is a partnership. I will say again:
We have got to abolish the line between what
is academic and what is vocational and learning,
and we’ve got to abolish the line between school
and work.

Learning is now going to be a lifetime en-
deavor, and learning should be seen as a dig-
nified form of work, and we should all get to-
gether and help each other to do it. And you
have set a superb example here, and I am very
grateful to you.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The roundtable discussion began at 4:40
p.m. at the Sanders Lockheed Co.

Statement on the Circuit Court Decision on Replacement Workers
February 2, 1996

The right of workers to strike has long been
one of America’s envied freedoms. Last year,
I signed an Executive order prohibiting Federal
contractors from permanently replacing workers
who exercise their legitimate and historic right
to strike.

This Executive order—which furthers the eco-
nomic and efficient administration of Federal
contracts—signals the kind of productive labor-

management relationships that are needed in to-
day’s economy.

I regret today’s decision by the DC Circuit
Court overturning this order. I strongly believe
that this Executive order is economically sound,
fair, and legal, and accordingly I am instructing
my Justice Department to take all appropriate
steps to have this decision overturned.
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NOTE: Executive Order No. 12954 concerning ec-
onomical and efficient administration and comple-

tion of Federal Government contracts was pub-
lished in the Federal Register at 60 FR 13023.

Remarks to the Community in Salem, New Hampshire
February 2, 1996

Thank you very much. I don’t know about
you, but I think Larry’s got a real future in
this speaking business. [Laughter] I thank him
and Joe and Mike and Cheryl for welcoming
me here. I thank your superintendent and your
high school principal for making me feel wel-
come, and your students. And I thank the Salem
band for playing. They did a very good job.
I thought it was the Marine Band playing when
I first heard. They did a terrific job.

You know, it is true that 4 years ago when
I first came here I walked into a room with
Larry and six other people and I thought I had
a crowd. We spoke to about 120 people then,
and I was overwhelmed by the multitude. To-
night there are 3,000 people here and 2,000
more, apparently, who wanted to come and
couldn’t. And I can only say to all of you, thank
you from the bottom of my heart. I am very
grateful to you.

Just before I got off the plane today, when
I was flying up here, my staff gave me a list
of all of the scheduled stops I made in New
Hampshire just from January 1st until February
18th, 1992, not counting the ones in October,
November, and December, just the ones in
those 6 weeks. There were 75 different stops
on that list.

I’d like to say something to all of you as
this campaign season begins again that I have
said repeatedly to people in the White House
for the last 4 years. The New Hampshire pri-
mary serves two purposes, not one. The obvious
purpose that you think about and like and your
leaders without regard to party have worked so
hard to protect is that you have the first primary
in the Nation. You get the first say. You have
a disproportionate impact on who is nominated
by each party.

But what you should not underestimate is the
other purpose that you serve, and perhaps in
the long run, an even more valuable one for
the United States because New Hampshire is
a small State with a lot of communities and

because it is the first primary. When I came
here and went to town after town after town,
to school after school after school, to business
after business after business, and I sat across
tables and I sat around coffee shops and I lis-
tened to people, and they asked questions and
they told me of their experiences and I heard
what they had to say, I learned more about
my country than I ever could have learned in
any other way.

No one ever runs for President knowing
enough about America to be President; New
Hampshire helps people learn that if you go
out and you listen and you reach out to the
people and you give them a chance to share
with you. And that happens for people whether
they win in this State or not. The people always
here are unfailingly courteous to the candidates
and give them a chance to learn about America.
You taught me a lot about America, and I thank
you for it.

Let me say, when I came here in 1991 and
1992, the focus in our country and certainly
in this State was overwhelmingly on the condi-
tion of the economy, on the long recession, on
the fact that the unemployment rate was so
high, on the fact that so many businesses were
going bankrupt and so many people were look-
ing to the future without hope. And I asked
the American people, as well as the people of
New Hampshire, to give me a chance to serve
as President because I had a very clear idea
that in order to move into the 21st century
the strongest country in the world, we had to
provide economic opportunity to everyone, we
had to expect more responsibility from all our
citizens, and we had to pull together. And
whether we liked it or not, even though the
cold war was over, we had to continue to be
the leading force for freedom and for peace
in the world. I believed that then, and I believe
it tonight, and that is the path we have taken.

Tonight I would like to do, in an abbreviated
fashion, what I attempted to do in the State
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